


Fallen $ed'6nd power lines ... 
damaga 'homes ... extended 
pow~o0tages. What I'm describ- 
ing is not the hurricane-torn 
Gulf Coast, but the First Coast 
following 2004's brush with 
tropical storm level winds from 
Hurricane Charley. This is some- 

~ r n  veegan thing to think about now. 
$ Coast News q With the horrific reminders of life- 
i.ef~f_?orologist changing devastation from major m:' .i;fi 2 hurricanes Katrina and Rita stil l 
'resh in our minds, we must be careful not to underestimate 
the danger of a storm that is anything less than a major 

urricane. All cyclonic storms can be dangerous! 

onsider this: A Category 1 hurricane is capable o 
ng the St. Johns River, and i ts  connecting waterways, 
i - 6 feet above normal. This will damage docks, flood some 
streets and properties, even some homes and businesses. 
The winds will topple trees and power lines and could cause 
power outages for up to 7 days or more. That means NO 
REFRIGERATORS OR FREEZERS, LIGHTS, AIR CONDITIONING, 
ALARMS SYSTEMS, POSSIBLY NO DRINKING WATER for that 
duration. If the storm is a Category 2, water could rise 5 - 9 
feet above normal. The question then is not how far inland 
you are, rather how far above sea level' 

The purpose of this guide is to help you prepare for any 
catastrophic storm, from severe thunderstorms to major 
hurricanes. Begin your planning now by familiarizing your- 
self with the information on these pages. Then, as we head 
into hurricane season together, you can count on First Coast 
News to provide you with all the information you need 
to keep your family safe. 

Remember, when emergency officials need to get infor- 
mation to you, they do so through the media. So be sure 
to stay safe by staying informed.. .with First Coast News.. . 

safety: 
one of the most important 

items we serve. 
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